


My brother, John Dickey and I attend the Burr Oak Scouting Outing every year.  The Scouting 
Outing is an event where one scout troop invites about eight hundred of their closest scouting 
friends to a weekend campout, another four hundred adults show up to keep order, and a good 
time is had by all.  We meet in a remote, primitive, camping area owned by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources at the Burr Oak resort area in southern Ohio.  ( http://
www.scoutingouting.org/ ) 

Chicken Soup for the Knot Tyers Soul  

We have a 10ô X 20ô outdoor booth set up 
with all kinds of knot work, walking staffs, 
and knot boards.  Each year we try to 
have a theme knot or project for scouts.  
One year it was jug slings, another was 
an ocean plait, and yet another year it 
was how to set up a floating flag pole.  
Scouts can stop by anytime during the 
camping event, look over the displays, 
ask questions, get training in basic knot-
ting, and learn how to tie any difficult 
knots they would like to know.   

As an IGKT member, it really tests your knowledge to run 
the booth because you never know what question will be 
asked about knots and knotting. 
 
One year, a mother showed up at the booth with her 
scout son in tow ï who happened to be blind.  ñThis is the 
knot boothò, she said to her son.   
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Her sonôs name was Robert and he liked our booth because the knot boards had been made 
with a preserved cord that made the knots stand out.   It was amazing to see how much he 
was able to learn by feeling how the knots were formed. 
 
 ñI donôt suppose you can teach him how to tie a knotò, Robertôs mother said, with a resigned 
sigh based upon years of having people fail her son.   Fortunately I had just finished going over 
the scout basic knots with a troop at the Tyinô Rack and an idea was fresh in my mind.  ñYesò, I 
said.  ñI think I can.ò 

To teach basic knotting, weôve 
built something we call a Tyinô 
Rack.  Itôs an X shaped rack that 
makes teaching knots a lot easier.  
I had the blind scout step over to 
the Tyinô Rack while my brother 
engaged his mom in some light 
conversation.  Robert was able to 
feel the bars on the Tyinô Rack 
and get an idea of where they 
were in relation to where he was 
standing.  ñRobertò, I said.  ñA lot 
of scouts tell me this knot is too 
difficult to tie, but if you can tie it, I 
donôt think they can tell you the 
same thing. So your job is to learn 
this knot and then go back to your 
troop and teach everyone in the 
troop.ò 

Basic knots for the scouts include square knot, clove hitch, round turn and two half hitches, 
and tautline hitch.  Another basic knot is the common bowline.  When we teach the bowline on 
the Tyinô Rack, we call it a one-handed rescue knot and show the scouts how to tie it with one 
hand.  They loop the cord around their waist and use either their right or left hand to tie the 
knot.  It makes learning the bowline a lot of fun and the scouts usually amaze their parents or 
scout leaders when they show they can tie the bowline with only one hand. 
 
Because the one-handed bowline can be tied without having to look at it, I felt it would be easy 
for Robert to learn.  As I was teaching the one-handed knot, we paused so Robert could feel 
the knot fall into place as it slipped over his hand.  You could see it in his face when the light 
bulb turned on and he had gotten it.  It only took Robert a couple of tries and he was able to tie 
the knot successfully.  I had him practice several more times without my help to make sure he 
had learned it. 
 
Robert was excited, his mother was excited, and we were all but jumping up and down with 
joy.  I never imagined Robert would catch on so quickly.  Just then the camp director walked 
up to see what all the fuss was about.  We pointed out that Robert had learned the one-
handed bowline.  We had him tie it one more time for the camp director.   
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