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In This Issue

You will find in these pages a notice of a
new editor, several ideas for reader
submissions, and an interview with the
bosun of the Tall Ship Bounty.

The section on the new editor can of
course be ignored, especially by those of
you busy with the holidays, but please
-notice the reference to the new mailing and
email address if you plan on submitting
anything. If you think you have nothing to
contribute, please give the section on
reader submission ideas a looking over.
You may find you have something to share
after all (even if it’s a complaint or two
about the new editor).

While reading the venerable pages of
Ashley, have you ever wished you could
spend some time with an 18" century
bosun? The article titled “The Bosun of the
Bounty™ is what I hope will be the next
best thing, an interview with a tall ship
bosun. This is the first in a series of
articles concerning occupational use of
knotting knowledge. 1 have written this
one and invite any reader to help with
future installments. If there is a particular
occupation you would like to see written
about please let me know and I will try to
find someone to interview for it. [ hope to
interview a cavern diver for a future
installment.

December 1999

The Bosun of the Bounty

The Bounty is the square-rigger that was
made for the 1962 movie “Mutiny on the
Bounty” starring Marlin Brando. It was
contracted to be constructed as a
historically accurate replica of the original
18" century ship and is currently used for
tours and training of all sorts.

Cliff Bredeson is the stand-by captain of
the 50 ton brigantine training ship the St.
Lawrence Il and is currently the bosun of
the Bounty. His tasks also include deck
officer, crew training and volunteer
coordinator.

Mr. Bredeson was happy to talk about the
knotting aspects of ship work and crew
training for this article.

1 started by asking for his general
impressions on the historical aspects of the
ships knot and rope work. He mentioned
an interesting similarity between rope
work in the 1700’s and on the Bounty
today. In that time, economy is foremost
in importance. Due to the Bounty’s very
tight budget, everything is recycled. On the
Bounty you “don’t throw anything away.”
In answer to the captain reminding the
crew of this, Mr. Bredeson once whipped
the ends of a three-inch long piece of rope

to show he was doing his part to be frugal!
conlinued on page 2
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